
Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl (Ph.D.)

Rav Baruch, our brilliant and engaging speaker, is widely known as an ardent supporter of interfaith dialogue. Since 

1993, Frydman-Kohl has been the Senior Rabbi at Beth Tzedec, Canada’s largest Jewish congregation.  He often 

acts as a spokesperson for Conservative Jews, sitting on many boards and federations, including Toronto’s Jewish 

Federation and the Chancellor’s Rabbinic Cabinet of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.  He earned 

a doctorate from the Jewish Theological Seminary in 2004.  
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The Neighbourhood Interfaith Group was founded in 1986 for the purpose of hosting a dinner 

to bring together the members and clergy of mid-town Toronto churches and synagogues.

Through this annual event, and other opportunities for dialogue and education, we continue in 

our dedication to achieving respect and appreciation for the religious beliefs of others.

We pray our work will help to end bias, bigotry and racism

 in Toronto and the world.
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24TH ANNUAL DINNER, MAY 6TH, 2010

TEMPLE SINAI, TORONTO, CANADA



Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl, retired Archbishop 
Terence E. Finlay and Imam Abdul Hai Patel 
seen at the Anglican Evensong service and 
kosher/halal reception hosted by the Church of 
the Transfi guration.

Cantor David Young from Beth Torah, seen here 
enjoying the dinner with his son Jake, rose later to 
lead the Birkhat Hamazon at the conclusion of our 
23th interfaith dinner.

Archbishop Thomas Collins makes a timely point 
with this digital watch during his inspiring
address titled “Servng God in a secular society”.

Rabbi David Seed, Adath Israel offers a cordial 
welcome to over 350 guests who attended the 
23rd Annual dinner.

Bryan Beauchamp, Chair presents Archbishop 
Collins with a portrait by Al Gilbert, CM to thank him 
for his eloquent contribtion to our interfaith dialogue.

The Rev. Marilee Moore, Honourary Assistant 
at the Anglican Church of the Messiah share the 
kosher/halal treats with Bryan Beauchamp and 
Elizabeth and Howard Joy of Christ Church Deer 
Park. (l-r)

Jerry Grammer, Co-Chair and treasurer with Martin 
Epstein from Beth Torah greeted guests at the 
welcome tables. (l-r)

The Reverend Dr. Andrew Stirling of Timothy
Eaton Memorial Church bids a fond farewell 
to Beth Tzedec’s Rabbi Roy Tanenbaum who 
retired after many years of faithful interfaith 
leadership.

Faith Leaders at 23rd Interfaith Dinner.
(back row l-r)The Rev. Christopher Caton, Rabbi 
Baruch Frydman-Kohl, Rev. Deacon Daniel Gana, 
Rabbi Roy Tanenbaum, Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes, 
Rev. canon Milton Barry, Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling, 
Rev. Pastor Brian Wilker-Frey, Rabbi David Seed 
(front row l-r) The Rev. Mary Lewis, Rabbi Emeritus 
Erwin Schild, Archbishop Thomas Collins, Rev. 
Deacon Marlene Carscallen

The Reverend Canon Milton Barry, Grace Church 
on-the-Hill with Father Tom Rosica, Salt & Light 
TV, the Most Reverend Thomas Collins, Catholic 
Archbishop of Toronto and Rabbi Baruch Frydman-
Kohl, Beth Tzedec congregation. (l-r)

Founding member George Edmonds, QC and his 
wife, Ellen of Timothy Eaton Memorial Church with 
the Rev. Canon Milton Barry, Grace Church
on-the-Hill who was honoured, upon his retirement, 
for 18 years of steadfast interfaith support.  

Heidi Fiebig, (second from left) from St. Ansgar 
Lutheran Church, enjoys the hospitality with our 
Muslim guests at the Church of the Transfi guration 
parish hall reception.
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Organizing Committee
24th Annual Neighbourhood Interfaith Dinner

The committee wishes to express its sincere gratitude to you for your support
and commits to doing our part to promote peace in this community and 
globally.

Bryan Beauchamp, Chair Grace Church on-the-Hill
Bob Crawford, Secretary Yorkminster Park Baptist Church
George Edmonds Timothy Eaton Memorial Church
Martin Epstein Beth Torah Congregation
Randi Fine Adath Israel Congregation
Rev.Deacon Daniel Gana Holy Rosary Catholic Church
Heidi Fiebig St. Ansgar Lutheran Church
Jerry Grammer, Treasurer Beth Tzedec Synagogue
Harold Grammer Beth Habonim Synagogue
Howard Joy Christ Church Deer Park
Steve Kelman Beth Tzedec Synagogue
Barbara Noble-Holding Holy Rosary Catholic Church
Ian Pont Temple Sinai
Gary Posner Beth Sholom Synagogue
Shari Rossman-Witkin Beth Tzedec Synagogue
Paul Seaton Temple Sinai
Audrey Wilson St. Clement’s Anglican Church
Arthur Witkin Beth Tzedec Synagogue

Many thanks are given to the following donors of products and services:

Temple Sinai Congregation Venue and hospitality
Eunice Denby Flowers Floral arrangements
Faster Linen Service Table linen
Gilbert and Associates Programme design

Gift portrait by Al Gilbert, C.M.
Event photography, Darren Levant

PrintThreeToronto Affordable printing

We wish to thank our excellent advertisers whose financial contribution 
helps to keep the ticket price affordable, encouraging the widest possible
participation. Please let them know you saw their ad here. 

And finally, thanks are due to the committee, our speakers, our guests and
our many dear friends for all they have done to make this remarkable 
evening happen.

24th Annual
Neighbourhood Interfaith Dinner

Temple Sinai
210 Wilson Avenue, Toronto M5N 3B1

May 6th, 2010
Reception 5:45 p.m – 6:15    Dining room open 6:15 pm.

Dinner begins 6:45 p.m.

AGENDA

Introduction – Bryan Beauchamp, Chair, Grace Church on-the-Hill

Challenge – Major Jim Champ, Salvation Army, 2010 Interfaith Leaders’ Summit   

Response – Hon. Bob Rae, MP Toronto Centre                    
Welcome - Rabbi Michael Dolgin, Temple Sinai

Toast to the Queen – Barbara Noble-Holding, Holy Rosary

O Canada – Jerry Grammer, Beth Tzedec

Grace – Kate McGrath, Gr. 11 and Tiphaera Ziner-Cohen, Gr. 9, The Bishop Strachan School

Motzi Blessing – Martin Epstein, Beth Torah

Dinner- green salad with hearts of palm and mango with a sweet dressing

¼ roasted chicken with sauteed vegetables and roasted potatoes

dessert - opera slice, juice,coffee, tea

Introduction of the speaker – The Most Reverend Terence E. Finlay

Retired Archbishop of Toronto

Speaker – Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl
        Senior Rabbi, Beth Tzedec Congregation

         “SOME FAITHFUL REFLECTIONS ON REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION”      
                   
Expression of thanks – The Reverend Dr. Andrew Stirling

                                                    Timothy Eaton Memorial Church

Birkat Ha Mazon Sarah Margles, Beth Habonim Hebrew School   

Closing benediction – The Reverend Dr. J. Peter Holmes

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church    
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About the Neighbourhood Interfaith Group

Established in 1986, our Mission is to achieve respect and appreciation for the religious 
beliefs of others, praying our work will help to end bias, bigotry and racism in Toronto and 
the World.

It has been an active year. In April 2009 we heard from the Most Reverend Thomas 
Collins, Catholic Archbishop of Toronto, who said “we can discuss our religious differences 
with clarity and with charity because we love and respect one another as children of God”.
Rabbi Emeritus Erwin Schild of Adath Israel replied, “I thank G-d for Archbishop Collins 
and the words he has spoken tonight”.

In October, we held our 2nd Annual Interfaith Evensong Service at the Anglican Church of 
the Transfiguration followed by a delicious kosher/halal reception. Father Michael Burgess
officiated, Imam Abdul Hai Patel preached, Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl offered prayers 
and the Most Reverend Terence E. Finlay gave the closing benediction. Imam Patel urged
people of faith to “reconcile our differences and to work together as the family of Abraham 
by putting God back in our lives”.

Last November we were a co-sponsor with Beth Tzedec of an evening with Dr. Izzeldin 
Abuelaish, the amazing Palestinian physician. He said, “As a believer with deep faith as a 
Muslim…I need to go forward motivated by the spirit of those I have lost and to do them 
justice and others”. His capacity for forgiveness shines like a beacon of hope through the 
fog of conflict. Following his stirring remarks, 500 Jews, Christians and Muslims took part 
in wide-ranging, peace-seeking discussions.

Tonight we are honoured to hear from Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl who will speak about 
religion in the context of a Canadian society that shares ideals that may also be at 
variance with one another. In discussing the boundaries of difference, Rav Baruch 
explores the boundaries of public criticism of Israel.

And now, because this 24th Annual Interfaith Dinner coincides with the 2010 World 
Religions Summit we also have opportunity to send a message to the G8 leaders. Through 
Interfaith Leader Major Jim Champ of the Salvation Army we are urging our MP the Hon. 
Bob Rae, MP for Toronto Centre, and the other political leaders to do something tangible 
for peace, justice and the global environment.

Finally may I thank you all for being part of this dialogue for peace. We can be grateful 
that our interfaith conversations are not confined to this time and place, but may be heard 
by people around the world through media coverage and the internet. Just Google 
“Neighbourhood Interfaith Group” to see nearly 4000 positive references to our work. We 
are, thank God, making a difference.

Shalom, Salaam and Peace be with you,

Bryan Beauchamp, ChairBryayayyy n Beaucham

ADATH ISRAEL CONGREGATION
www.adathisrael.com    

Rabbi David C. Seed     
37 Southbourne Avenue
Toronto, ON M3H 1A4    
416 635-5340 x321     
rabbiseed@adathisrael.com

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
www.churchofthemessiah.ca

The Rev. W. Tay Moss
210 Avenue Road
Toronto, ON M5R 2J4
416 922-4371
taymoss@churchofthemessiah.ca

BETH HABONIM
www.congregationhabonim.org

Eli Rubenstein
5 Glen Park Avenue
Toronto, ON M6B 4J2
416 398-2615
uiaeli@passport.ca

BETH SHOLOM
www.bethsholom.net

Rabbi Aaron Flanzraich
1445 Eglinton Avenue West
Toronto, ON M6C 2E6
416 783-6105
rabbi@bethsholom.com

BETH TORAH
www.bethtorah.ca 

Rabbi Yossi Sapirman  
47 Glenbrook Avenue
Toronto, ON M6B 2L7
416 782-4495 x26
416 410-6504
rabbiyossi@bethtorah.ca 

BETH TZEDEC SYNAGOGUE
www.beth-tzedec.org

Rabbi Baruch Frydman Kohl
1700 Bathurst Street
Toronto, ON M5P 3K3
416 781-3511
ravbaruch@beth-tzedec.org

The BISHOP STRACHAN SCHOOL
www.bss.on.ca

The Rev. Cathy Gibbs, Chaplain
298 Lonsdale Road
Toronto, ON M4V 1X2
416 483-4325 x1050
cgibbs@bss.on.ca

CHRIST CHURCH DEER PARK
www.christchurchdeerpark.org

The Rev.Canon Dr. Judy Rois
1570 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON M4T 1Z8
416 920-5211 x26
jrois@christchurchdeerpark.org

GRACE CHURCH ON-THE-HILL
www.gracechurchonthehill.ca

The Rev. Canon Peter Walker
300 Lonsdale Road
Toronto, ON M4V 1X4
416 488-7884
pwalker@gracechurchonthehill.ca 

HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
www.holyrosary.ca

The Rev. Father Daniel Chui
354 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto, ON M5P 1N4
416 923-8471
danielchui@holyrosary.ca

ST. ANSGAR LUTHERAN CHURCH
www.stansgar.ca

The Rev. Brian Wilker-Frey
1480 Avenue Road
Toronto, ON M5N 2J1
416 783-3570
pastor@stansgar.ca

ST CLEMENT’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
www.stclements-church.org

The Rev. Canon Cheryl Palmer
59 Briar Hill Avenue
Toronto, ON M4R 1H8
416 483-6664
cpalmer@stclements-church.org

TEMPLE SINAI
www.templesinai.net

Rabbi Michael Dolgin
210 Wilson Avenue
Toronto, ON M5N 3B1
416 487.4161
dolgin@templesinai.net

TIMOTHY EATON MEMORIAL CHURCH
www.temc.net

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling
230 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto, ON M4V 1R5
416 925-5977
andrewstirling@temc.net

YORKMINSTER PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
www.yorkminsterpark.com

The Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes
1585 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON M4T 1Z9
416 922-1167
jpholmes@primus.ca

NEIGHBOURHOOD INTERFAITH GROUP

MEMBERS 2010
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Best wishes on the occasion of  the 24th

 

Annual Neighbourhood Interfaith Dinner

Morley Bedford Funeral Services and the Crawford Family

 

 

LIONEL GOLDSTEIN BSC,D.V.M

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR

ONTARIO VETERINARY COLLEGE

RICHARD KLYS D.V.M.

KRISTEN GLEISER D.V.M.

CAROLYNN ROSS D.V.M

LISA WONG D.V.M

HISTORY
In the early years, interfaith dialogue among mid-town churches and synagogues took place over dinner more 
often than not. In November of 1986, the Reverend Dr. Roy Wilson of Timothy Eaton Memorial Church sent 
the Reverend Rob Oliphant and George Edmonds, Q.C. to meet with Bill Gazer, Hart Rossman and David Hart 
at Beth Tzedec. As a result of that meeting, several North Toronto and Forest Hill congregations launched, 
the following spring, the fi rst of what has become the Annual Neighbourhood Interfaith Dinner.

Faith Leaders’ Messages

The following messages are an important part of the dialogue in support of 
our mission “to achieve respect and appreciation for the religious beliefs of 
others, praying our work will help to end bias, bigotry and racism in Toronto 
and the world.”

We invite you to read and share these words of insight and encouragement 
with the people at your table, those at home, yours friends and your
neighbours. The authors may be contacted at their places of worship.

Adath Israel Congregation

Adath Israel Congregation is pleased to participate in the twenty-fourth annual Neighborhood Inter-
faith Dinner.  This is more than an opportunity to eat and socialize.  The gathering of so many from 
the community shows the value we place on working together in spite of our differences.  They pale 
in comparison to the communalities we share with one another – a sense of responsibility to our 
neighborhood and the people who leave in it.  Coming together as we do this evening shows the im-
portance we place on this area of Toronto and the people who live within it.

This has been a challenging year for the entire world.  In addition to the continued global economic 
crisis, we have been witness to a series of disasters around the world.  Think about what has trans-
pired – the earthquake in Haiti, followed by that in Chile.  Recently there was another in China and 
we are now dealing with the effects of the volcano in Iceland and the disruption it is causing world-
wide.  After you hear reports such as these you begin to wonder, what disaster could befall our fragile 
world next? 

Some see events such as these as a sign of Divine displeasure with us; some view them as punish-
ment for the abuses we have heaped upon the world and others as merely the natural phenomena 
that take place through seismic and geologic forces.  Yet, at the same time they do provide us with a 
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unique opportunity – to show how we can come together to help others regardless of who we are.
Let us not wait for disasters like these to bring us together.  Instead, we should use gatherings such 
as this evening to model our basic humanity, to display the bonds that unite us all as God’s creatures.  
The Neighborhood Interfaith Group is that and so much more, an example for the way in which all 
people should act towards each other.

Rabbi David C. Seed      37 Southbourne Avenue, Toronto
Adath Israel Congregation     416-635-5340
rabbiseed@adathisrael.com.com    www.adathisrael.com  

Beth Sholom Synagogue

It is often said that the two most defi ning moments in Jewish life were Sinai and Auschwitz. Our na-
tion, thousands of years ago being called to a mountain to hear G-d’s word is an event that we still 
feel to this very day. In that we struggle to capture the effect of hearing G-d’s voice, and our faith is 
the persistent, dedicated response of a people who refuse to ignore that timeless sound.
And as for Auschwitz….what can I say that hasn’t been said? To the millions whose only grave was 
the sky that the crematoria threw them into, to the children who had their futures torn away, to the 
homes and lives that were destroyed and to the survivors who were never to live the same life again. 
If Sinai gave birth to our sense of national hope and purpose, then it was Auschwitz which extracted 
the ultimate price for that hope and purpose. And while Poland and the Sinai desert are separated by 
thousands of miles, the former could not exist without the latter. In some ways the great holiday of 
Passover gives us the hindsight to know that Auschwitz was only possible because of Sinai; because 
without Sinai there would be no Jews.
And forever we are reminded that the greatness of Sinai, when God revealed the great gift of the 
Commandments to humanity, is but a promise. The horrors that people commit to other is a caution 
against complacency – the message has yet to be fulfi lled. Since that moment in the desert, human 
life has been fi lled with the search for many answers to that question. In recent years, a near inex-
haustible litany of ideas has been held up as the solution to the human problems. But every other 
“ism” of the modern world has been wrong about our nature - Marxism, mesmerism, surrealism, 
pacifi sm, and to some degree even existentialism. But I believe, as I am sure you do, that religion 
stands as our single greatest chance at getting it right. Of providing the means to bring this remark-
able creation known in the Torah simply as “Adam” to the heights of the divine. Evenings such as this 
remind us it is very possible.

Shalom,

Rabbi Aaron Flanzraich     1445 Eglinton Avenue W. Toronto, ON M6C 2E6
Beth Sholom Synagogue     416 783-6105
rabbi@bethsholom.com     www.bethsholom.com
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Beth Tzedec Congregation

Tribute For 2010 Neighbourhood Interfaith Dinner

Beth Tzedec Congregation, where Rav Baruch has served for 17 years,
encourages its membership to refer to their rabbis as Rav [First Name]. The 
hope is to lessen the degree of formality implicit in Rabbi [Last Name],
without subscribing to the sometimes awkward sound of Rabbi [First Name].
Rav (rhymes with love), the Hebrew term for rabbi, maintains an appropriate 
respect, while encouraging familiarity. It has the added advantage of
teaching a Hebrew word.

That word however means more than just rabbi and Rav Baruch is more than 
just a Jewish religious leader. Rav can mean greatness – in numbers, 
quantity, strength or importance. In limited opposition to this meaning, from 
the Bible and through medieval poetry, Rav can also mean enough.
Additional meanings include government minister and master. In Israel, 
military ranks may include the term as well, an unintended connection to the 
rare Biblical usage as archer.

Though he is but one person, Rav Baruch has found greatness of strength, 
developed a mastery communal relations and earned an immensity of 
respect. As tonight’s speech demonstrates, he carefully and faithfully
understands when to accommodate and when to say enough. It is those
qualities that the interfaith community is well advised to emulate. To work 
toward common goals, especially in times of increased tensions, the 
leadership of Toronto’s religious communities must demonstrate a resolve 
born of care and tread with delicate, determined steps. We are all the 
beneficiaries of such work.

Ultimately, the word rabbi comes not from any of the above usages. Rabbi is 
taken from the meaning of Rav as teacher. It is in that capacity that we have 
the privilege of hearing Rav Baruch tonight and I have the privilege of 
experiencing daily.

Congratulations to my mentor and colleague Rav Baruch on the honour of 
giving the keynote address. Now we are the ones who are baruch, for we are 
very much blessed.

Rav Adam Cutler 1700 Bathurst St. Toronto, ON M5P 3K3
Beth Tzedec Congregation 416 781-3511
ravadam@beth.tzedec.org www.beth-tzedec.org
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The Bishop Strachan School

We Believe 

Love makes the world go ‘round 
Believe in your friends, 

Friendship is always there for you 
Love is delightful, love is happiness 

Love is extremely powerful 

We can change the world 
We can make the world better 
Let everyone’s voice be heard 

Try something new 
You can do anything 
We believe in you! 

Opinions are equal. 
No one should be teased. 

Children should have a place to sleep. 
All children should have something good to eat. 

Everyone needs to be cared for. 

Dream for happy endings, 
Dream because you can 

Everyone needs a dream to come true 
Dream about a place with no boundaries 

Dream of a world of hope and love. 

When we stand together, 
Families and friends both, 

Peace can be shared by everyone 
Remember all the ones we’ve lost before 

The future can be shared with all. 

 

The lyrics to this song written by children, give us hope for the future.

The Reverend Cathy Gibbs, Chaplain 298 Lonsdale Rd. Toronto,On M4V 1X2

The Bishop Strachan School 416 483-4325 x 1050

cgibbs@bss.on.ca www.bss.on.ca 

 

Words and music by the Bishop Strachan School Junior School’s Student Council 
Leaders, in collaboration with the entire Junior School student body.  With thanks to 
Alan Frew and Stephan Moccio, 2010 BSS Heritage Dinner honourees.
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Send your daughter to BSS. 
Th e world needs her.

With the right education, girls who want to change 
the world become women who do.  bss.on.ca 

Christ Church Deer Park

Dear Friends:

As we celebrate this year’s 24th Annual Interfaith 
Dinner, we come together as friends. While we each
have our respective spiritual traditions and practices,
it is my belief that they are intended to lead us to the
Divine that is at the heart of humankind everywhere.

Religion and spirituality are not about possessing
truth. No religion can do that. I believe they are rather,
an invitation into a journey that can lead us toward the 
mystery of God. And that is a journey we take as friends 
searching for truth rather than establishing truth,
upholding justice and tolerance above creedal beliefs. 

Perhaps how we treat other people is more important than 
the specifics of what we believe about God, humanity and 
the rest of the universe. The Golden Rule remains at the 
heart of all religious traditions.

Yours faithfully,

Judy Rois, Rector

The Rev. Canon Dr. Judy Rois 1570 Yonge St. Toronto, ON M4T Z8
Christ Church Deer Park (Anglican) 416 920-2511 x 26
jrois@christchurchdeerpark.org www.TheresLifeHere.org
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Church of the Messiah 

 
 
The Church of The Messiah is pleased to be a part of the 24th Annual 
Interfaith Dinner.  We are encouraged by the opportunity to talk to 
leaders from other faiths to share connections and swap stories.  Yet 
we have also spent the year fostering other interfaith connections. 
 
During Holocaust Education Week, The Church of The Messiah 
welcomed famed vocalist Jenny Eisenstein.  Ms. Eisenstein was  
accompanied by Armenian Pianist Anna Vanesyan and 12-year-old  
Canadian-Israeli cellist Omer Strumpf as the trio took the sermon time on 
All Saints Sunday to perform "A Musical Presentation of the Jewish Spirit." 
 
The emotionally and musical riveting event highlighted Jewish folk music 
relevant to the Holocaust, culminating in the charged "This I Believe," which 
Ms. Eistenein heard sung by the crowds being marched into the gas chambers 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
 
The event helped many in our congregation understand, through music,  
both the horror of the Holocaust and the Jewish people's resilience 
in the face of terror.  As unpleasant as it may be to face the reality of 
the suffering of that genocide, the spiritual and social consequences 
of ignorance are far worse. 
 
It is only through sharing such stories that faith communities can discover 
Common cause in the fight against injustice, ignorance, and intolerance. 
We look forward to hosting another HEW event this year.  
 
We send our greetings and best wishes to everyone gathered for this 
year's Interfaith Dinner and thanks to the organizing committee for 
their diligent work. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
The Reverend W. Tay Moss, Rector   210 Avenue Road, Toronto ON M5R 2J4 
and the Church of The Messiah   416 929-5272 
tay.moss@gmail.com      www.churchofthemessiah.ca 
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Temple Sinai Congregation

Sometimes, we make things more complicated than they are.  As adults, we 
search for abstractions and analyses that will allow us to set our priorities.
The result is often confusion and distraction.  We can gain a more powerful
perspective from children.  We are lucky when our traditions record the 
thoughts of youth from previous generations.

The Babylonian Talmud talks about the day that the students took over the 
house of study.  Where did their teaching begin?  (Shabbat 104).  They 
taught that the most important matter, the first priority, is understanding.
The acquisition of information and expertise requires knowledge.  To acquire 
understanding requires experience.

Living in a multicultural city like Toronto, one might guess that we come into 
contact with our fellow citizens of all backgrounds and faiths without effort.  
My sense of the truth is really quite different.  While we are surrounded by 
people of all different cultures, we do not necessarily meet one another.  
Understanding requires that we make the time and effort to get to know the 
other. This brief time we spend together should lead to the beginning or 
further building of understanding and relationships.

An evening at an interfaith dinner is of great importance in the world today.  
When times are tough, we can easily grow more insular and judgmental.
However, these are precisely the moments when community is most 
important.  We need reminders that we are not alone.  Whatever our 
background or profession, whether we live in a family or as an individual, we 
strengthen ourselves and our community when we reach out.   May this 
evening challenge us to reach beyond the familiar and the comfortable so 
that we can learn about one another.

Rabbi Michael Dolgin 210 Wilson Ave. Toronto, ON M5N 3B1
Temple Sinai Congregation 416 487-4161
dolgin@templesinai.net www.templesinai.net

Grace Church on-the-Hill

The Anglican parish of Grace Church on-the-hill has long participated in the 
Neighbourhood Interfaith Group. As the newly appointed Incumbent priest 
however, the 24th annual dinner will be a first for me. I look forward to my 
introduction to this worthy occasion for friendship, learning, and dialogue
among people of faith.

Having spent the last fifteen years in the provincial county-town of Cobourg, 
I discovered that religious and cultural differences generally fell along historic
protestant-catholic lines - there were even significant differences within 
denominations! But moving to the metropolis of Toronto places the 
ecumenical and interfaith conversation in an entirely new context. For this is 
a populous and richly diverse city full of faith-communities - and some anti-
faith ones! While much of Ontario is still contending with the residue of 
Victorian social divisions, Toronto in microcosm contends with current 21st

century global realities. A new and evolving cultural and religious script is 
unfolding now - and we get to help write it! 

This makes life interesting for people whose faith is a living one, not just a 
cultural artifact. Is God at work among us? Is God doing a new thing? Is God 
“showing” us a path of life whereby we can live enriched lives together? 
When the world in all its disparate variety may be found represented in our 
city, we are challenged at the very least to discard our myopia and 
misunderstanding and seek a larger theological lens.

The Neighbourhood Interfaith dinner is a constructive way to assist that 
search. For each of us is in some sense captive to the limitations of our
formation; yet each of us is still revisable, still a creative work-in-progress 
before God. So we are unfinished to eat and converse, to listen and learn –
and with divine help offer a faithful witness in this fascinating city.

As a Christian I look forward to this opportunity for spiritual enlargement and 
making friends.

The Rev.Canon Peter R.Walker 300 Lonsdale Road, Toronto, ON M4V 1X4
Grace Church on-the-Hill 416 488-7884
pwalker@gracechurchonthehill.ca www.gracechurchonthehill.ca
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HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
Interfaith Dialogue

All religions have something in common: a conviction that there is more
to reality than the material universe. An immediate consequence of this 
conviction is a desire to find some means of making contact with this 
transcendent realm. That is why each religion will honour some charismatic 
figure, who assures the rest of us that our desire is not foolish; on the basis 
of his experience, he is able to convince us that it can be fulfilled. He 
therefore not only recounts his own experiences but also provides his 
followers with techniques that will enable them to follow his path.

Another universal in the area of religion is the necessity of some sort of 
asceticism to achieve this metaphysical state. The dietary laws that 
characterize most religions, for instance, are based on the principle that the 
spirit and the body must be in harmony for the latter to escape the confines 
of the physical world. One author has compared the spiritually adept person 
to the motor of a Rolls Royce automobile idling effortlessly with a minimum 
of energy expended but with every part of the mechanism in perfect accord 
with all the others. It must be noted, however, that these ascetical practices 
merely prepare the ground for a visitation by the Spirit that, whatever it 
guise, offers release into a reality that makes everything else seem pale
in comparison.

The movement, consequently, is twofold: the transcendent must come to 
man, since the infinite distance between the human and divine is 
unbridgeable from below. But there is also a rising upwards, by which the 
highest human powers of knowing and loving find an object worth—and more 
than worthy—of their unlimited possibilities. Interfaith dialogue is the sharing 
of aspects common and peculiar to our various traditions.

Father Daniel Chui, CSB 354 St.Clair Ave. W. Toronto, ON M5P 1N4

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 416 923-8471
danielchui@holyrosary.ca www.holyrosary.ca

St. Ansgar Lutheran Church 
 

Have you ever noticed how badly the media covers religion?  Time honoured traditions, rituals, texts 
and prayers always come off looking silly, empty, and fatuous when viewed on the television screen, or 
through the lens of a newspaper article or magazine feature written by someone in a big hurry to get to 
the next big thing.  As a pastor, my job allows me to be constantly immersed in the practices, doctrines 
and traditions of my faith; yet when I see my faith portrayed in the media, I barely recognize it.  Maybe 
that’s because the media is unable to take the time required first to get to know and understand these 
traditions, and then to communicate them effectively.  The investment of time required for faith to play 
a rich and meaningful role in someone’s life cannot not measured in hours, or even weeks or months, 
but in years. 
 
The same can be said of relationships – especially relationships between people who hold different 
world views inherited through centuries of divergent traditions and practices.  This is the 24th annual 
dinner of this group, which means that some of you here this evening have been investing the years 
required for inter-faith relationships to be taken seriously.  Thank you.  Others of us are just beginning.  
Maybe this is your first or second Neighbourhood Inter-faith Dinner; maybe it’s your fifth.  Please don’t 
make it your last because, for us, these dinners are just the very first installments on an investment that 
will pay off handsomely in peace and understanding for ourselves, our families, our communities and, 
perhaps one day, even the whole world. 
 
May your experience this evening be the kind of rich and meaningful experience that lasts long after the 
dishes have been washed and put away flinging you forward into a beautiful vision of peace and 
understanding between us all. 
 
Peace, 
 
The Reverend Brian Wilker-Frey, Pastor   1480 Avenue Road, Toronto ON M5N 2J1 
St. Ansgar Lutheran Church    416 783-3570 
pastor@stansgar.ca      www.stansgar.ca 
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required for inter-faith relationships to be taken seriously.  Thank you.  Others of us are just beginning.  
Maybe this is your first or second Neighbourhood Inter-faith Dinner; maybe it’s your fifth.  Please don’t 
make it your last because, for us, these dinners are just the very first installments on an investment that 
will pay off handsomely in peace and understanding for ourselves, our families, our communities and, 
perhaps one day, even the whole world. 
 
May your experience this evening be the kind of rich and meaningful experience that lasts long after the 
dishes have been washed and put away flinging you forward into a beautiful vision of peace and 
understanding between us all. 
 
Peace, 
 
The Reverend Brian Wilker-Frey, Pastor   1480 Avenue Road, Toronto ON M5N 2J1 
St. Ansgar Lutheran Church    416 783-3570 
pastor@stansgar.ca      www.stansgar.ca 
 



Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl, retired Archbishop 
Terence E. Finlay and Imam Abdul Hai Patel 
seen at the Anglican Evensong service and 
kosher/halal reception hosted by the Church of 
the Transfi guration.

Cantor David Young from Beth Torah, seen here 
enjoying the dinner with his son Jake, rose later to 
lead the Birkhat Hamazon at the conclusion of our 
23th interfaith dinner.

Archbishop Thomas Collins makes a timely point 
with this digital watch during his inspiring
address titled “Servng God in a secular society”.

Rabbi David Seed, Adath Israel offers a cordial 
welcome to over 350 guests who attended the 
23rd Annual dinner.

Bryan Beauchamp, Chair presents Archbishop 
Collins with a portrait by Al Gilbert, CM to thank him 
for his eloquent contribtion to our interfaith dialogue.

The Rev. Marilee Moore, Honourary Assistant 
at the Anglican Church of the Messiah share the 
kosher/halal treats with Bryan Beauchamp and 
Elizabeth and Howard Joy of Christ Church Deer 
Park. (l-r)

Jerry Grammer, Co-Chair and treasurer with Martin 
Epstein from Beth Torah greeted guests at the 
welcome tables. (l-r)

The Reverend Dr. Andrew Stirling of Timothy
Eaton Memorial Church bids a fond farewell 
to Beth Tzedec’s Rabbi Roy Tanenbaum who 
retired after many years of faithful interfaith 
leadership.

Faith Leaders at 23rd Interfaith Dinner.
(back row l-r)The Rev. Christopher Caton, Rabbi 
Baruch Frydman-Kohl, Rev. Deacon Daniel Gana, 
Rabbi Roy Tanenbaum, Rev. Dr. J. Peter Holmes, 
Rev. canon Milton Barry, Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling, 
Rev. Pastor Brian Wilker-Frey, Rabbi David Seed 
(front row l-r) The Rev. Mary Lewis, Rabbi Emeritus 
Erwin Schild, Archbishop Thomas Collins, Rev. 
Deacon Marlene Carscallen

The Reverend Canon Milton Barry, Grace Church 
on-the-Hill with Father Tom Rosica, Salt & Light 
TV, the Most Reverend Thomas Collins, Catholic 
Archbishop of Toronto and Rabbi Baruch Frydman-
Kohl, Beth Tzedec congregation. (l-r)

Founding member George Edmonds, QC and his 
wife, Ellen of Timothy Eaton Memorial Church with 
the Rev. Canon Milton Barry, Grace Church
on-the-Hill who was honoured, upon his retirement, 
for 18 years of steadfast interfaith support.  

Heidi Fiebig, (second from left) from St. Ansgar 
Lutheran Church, enjoys the hospitality with our 
Muslim guests at the Church of the Transfi guration 
parish hall reception.
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Rabbi Baruch Frydman-Kohl (Ph.D.)

Rav Baruch, our brilliant and engaging speaker, is widely known as an ardent supporter of interfaith dialogue. Since 

1993, Frydman-Kohl has been the Senior Rabbi at Beth Tzedec, Canada’s largest Jewish congregation.  He often 

acts as a spokesperson for Conservative Jews, sitting on many boards and federations, including Toronto’s Jewish 

Federation and the Chancellor’s Rabbinic Cabinet of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.  He earned 

a doctorate from the Jewish Theological Seminary in 2004.  

Photo by Al Gilbert, CM, 2009
The Neighbourhood Interfaith Group was founded in 1986 for the purpose of hosting a dinner 

to bring together the members and clergy of mid-town Toronto churches and synagogues.

Through this annual event, and other opportunities for dialogue and education, we continue in 

our dedication to achieving respect and appreciation for the religious beliefs of others.

We pray our work will help to end bias, bigotry and racism

 in Toronto and the world.

NEIGHBOURHOOD INTERFAITH GROUP
24TH ANNUAL DINNER, MAY 6TH, 2010

TEMPLE SINAI, TORONTO, CANADA


